[Regulatory phenomena in tolerance induction].
The implication of regulatory T cells in self-tolerance induction was shown in experimental models based on construction of thymic chimera and peripheric T cell transfers. The role played by the epithelial stroma of the thymus in CD4+ regulatory T cell selection was demonstrated. In the NOD (Non Obese Diabetic) strain, protection again diabetes was obtained by grafting supplementary thymuses injected with allogeneic pancreatic islets. This result suggest that the NOD thymuses are defective in the production of T regulatory cells.